
Monday 16th September, Warsaw
First Impressions

What did we do?
We met in the cinema on Monday morning to meet everyone and to get to know each other. Every 
school had a short presentation to introduce their school. 
Afterwards we had 100 minutes of Polish history in which we learned about general Polish history like 
WW2 or the communism and a few important people. However, we also learned about the history 
and values of Bednarska school. The schools' patron is the Maharajah Jam Saheb Digvijay Sinhji, 
who organized a refugee camp for Polish children in 1942. 
We visited the Warsaw Uprising museum later that day, which I found very interesting. When we 
arrived there, our Guide took us to a wall which listed the biggest and main events of WW2, 
especially the ones important to Poland. The first part of the tour was a brief overview of the doings 
and propaganda spread by the Nazis. Then we learned that the people had their own printing 
machines for flyers. Our Guide told us a lot about the people, especially the women, working with the 
polish red cross. We were also shown how the people tried to flee. We learned about the fate of 
different people during the Warsaw Uprising. At the end of our tour, our guide took us outside, and 
we walked along the 156m long wall of remembrance, which displays the names of the insurgents 
who died during the fights in August and September 1944. Then we visited the national library, where 
we got to see the remaining ashes of books burned during the the time of WW2. Barto told us a story 
about the ashes that kepp the illusion of books till someone touched them.

What did the day do to you as a person in terms of impressions?
This day was very interesting to me and showed me again how important it is to hear about
situations from all kinds of perspectives. Because even though I knew a lot of stuff we talked about
already, I still found differences and little new details that I didn't know before. We talked a lot about
important history, which left quite an impression. Meeting all the people from different countries and
talking with them, getting to know their perspective not only on historic topics we learned about as
part of the program but also other topics. This exchange showed me how important it is to be aware
of your own values and act according to them. However, that doesn't mean you shouldn't be open to
learn about different perspectives, it only means that you should reflect based on your values. The
national library was very impressive. One of the main things that i did a lot that week was reflecting
on the day.
What consequences/further thoughts could you draw from your visit to Poland?
One of the main thoughts i´ve been playing with is coming back to Warsaw and Danzig and visiting
some of the places again to have a bit more time. Another thing this trip showed me is how imprtant
it is to learn about history and openly talk about and even to refer it to the present. And also that
history isn´t black an white  but shades of gray.

Laura Ladewig


