Anna Milde 06.10.2024

Polish-German Exchange - Day 4: Gdansk

From the 14.09 to the 21.09.24 have we, 5 students of the Carl-Jacob-Burckhardt
gymnasium and 2 teachers have been in Poland, Warschau/ Danzig, for a Polish-
German exchange about the topic "Never again - World War II". And I’'m going to

tell you what we’ve done on Thursday.

At first we started all together with a big breakfast buffet. After that we headed of to a
graveyard and our guide Bartow told us some interesting storys about the dead people
that lay there. Next the bus drove us to the Westerplatte were we got told some things
about the beginning of the second world war and we admired the huge Statue.
Afterwards we came to the main part of the day and in my opinion the most
important. The concentration camp in Stutthof. Firstly we watched a short, silent film
about a class that got gassed. In my point of view a very important step because it
showed us how important the topic is and we really have to behave in remembrance
of all the people who were killed. After that we went into the concentration camp
itself. Our tour guide pointed out the most important information. Above all I got
influenced the most of the shoes we got see. It have been more than we could count
and to see so many in a pile was very breathtaking. It is even more real what
happened when you see it with your own eyes and not only hear the big numbers. To
process what we’ve been told and what we’ve seen we took a walk to the see. We
spent 2 hours there talking. Lastly we made our way back to the hostel. We took a
speedboat to the over side of the river. We watched the sunset of the Boat and
watched some seals. Furthermore we took the bus to the hostel and ate some diner,
talked for a wile and finally went to sleep.

All in all was it a very good day. The program for the day was a perfect balance out
of fun and historical input. In my opinion, it was a very important experience to see
the suffering with my own eyes and to encounter this important topic with even more

respect in the future.
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