Wednesday: Warsaw — Phoenix from the ashes: Warsaw after the war

On Wednesday we all met at Bednarska School and went to the old town of Warsaw. When
we arrived in the old town, the Polish teacher took us to the Old Town Market Square. On
our way to the square we passed churches, the royal Castle and other monuments.
Sometimes we stopped at some special monuments because the teacher wanted to give us
some information about these monuments. He also stopped to show us some souvenir
shops where we could buy some souvenirs.

When we arrived at the market place, we were allowed to explore the old town on our own.
It was really nice because you could decide what you wanted to see.

Then we went to the royal castle where we had a guided tour. The guide showed us how the
royal family used to live. He also explained a lot about the Kingdom of Poland. An interesting
fact about the kings of Poland is that the former kings were actually elected by the people of
Poland.

After our tour we had some free time to do whatever we wanted.

Our next stop was the Warsaw Museum: A Tale of a Reconstructed City. In this museum we
had an interactive workshop. The guide of this museum gave us some information about
how they rebuilt the city of Warsaw after the end of WW2. She especially told us about the
difficulties of rebuilding Warsaw as the Nazis destroyed about 85% of all the buildings in
Warsaw. As | said, this workshop was interactive. This means that we had to do a role play
where we had to decide which parts of Warsaw should be rebuilt as they were before the
war and which ones shouldn't. It was really funny because every group in the role play had
different opinions on how to rebuild Warsaw. From this role play we could see that it must
have been quite difficult to find a good solution on how to rebuild Warsaw.

After that workshop we went to the Holy Cross church located near the old town. This church
is the final resting place of the heart of the composer and pianist Frédéric Chopin. This was
one of the reasons why we stopped at this church. However, the church is also really
beautiful and it was really worth going inside.

After that we went to Warsaw Central Station to catch our train to Gdansk, where we spent
the next two days. The journey to Gdansk took about 2.5 hours. From the main station in
Gdansk we had to walk about half an hour to our hostel, which was near the old town. On
our way to the hostel we also passed the beautiful old town of Gdansk. When we arrived at
the hostel we had some free time and could spend the rest of the day as we pleased.

Personally, | really enjoyed the day because we saw a lot of old architecture. We also learnt a
lot that day, and this time not just about WW2, which was the theme of the week. Therefore
| really enjoyed the day in the old town of Warsaw.



Nils Knabe, Q2
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